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The Commands of Our Lord

“Fear God Part One”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Fearing God is a command that is much “tiptoed around” in pulpits today.  People are told that this command means that they are to respect Him or to be reverent towards Him.  But the same Greek word is used when Jesus is talking about someone who might kill us physically and for God who can destroy also the soul in hell.  I don’t think our attitude toward someone about to kill us would be reference and respect!  The word is used 295 times in the old and new testaments and Jesus is very clear in several of those verses as to what He means.  
There are some very good rules to use in studying Scripture: “always know the context”, always let the explicit explain the implicit; know the meaning of the original language used, and the historical meaning.  We briefly mentioned the language above so let’s look at the context.  So to better understand the above verse we need to know to whom Jesus is speaking.  In this case Jesus is teaching His twelve disciples before sending them out to the world to minister.  But one of these twelve is Judas so not all of these people are going to be Christians!  Jesus is telling these disciples not to fear the people to whom they would be talking for many will hate them and may try to harm them.  He tells them to always have a greater fear of God than for the people who might injure them physically.  This teaching was to instill in them a greater determination to do God’s bidding by reminding them that God, whom they serve, can destroy both body and soul forever.  We will obey the person whom we fear the most.  It may have also been included as a warning to Judas!
He explicitly tells us in the following verse the person to fear so we will need to examine its context also.
Luke 12:5 “But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”

In this case we see that Jesus is speaking to many thousands of people who had gathered to hear Him teach.  So this context would be like speaking before many people in a large public gathering without regard to whether or not the people are children of God.  In this context we see that Jesus is telling all of the people to fear God for He is the One with control over you once you have physically died.  Thus the meanings of these two verses are quite different.  As Christians we are to remember that worldly people will treat us with disgust and maybe even physical damage, but we know that we serve God and He will preserve our soul since Jesus took our portion of God’s wrath.  When using this language to non-Christians we are hoping to get them to thinking about life after death and that God will then use this fear to cause their rebirth.  
In the following verse the context is the early church in which two people had lied to God and the people about what they had brought to give to the church:

Acts 5:11 “And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.”
The teaching for us in the above verse is that we should have a healthy fear of God Who sees into the heart of all people and a lie to God is extremely serious.  I heard a preacher once say that if the Holy Spirit were as active in the church today as He was in the early church our aisles would be filled with people being struck dead for their lies and other sins against the Holy God.  

Acts 7:32 “'I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.' And Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look.”
The context of the above verse is that when even a called person of God comes into the presence of the Holy God he will shake with fear and avert his eyes away from the presence of God.  We see a similar reaction by the apostle John when he saw a vision of Jesus as the Supreme Judge:
Rev 1:17 “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,

Rev 1:18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.”

John was certainly a child of God but his first reaction to a vision of Jesus the Supreme Judge was the same as will be our first reaction.  Since John was a chosen one, Jesus could tell him not to be afraid since He was the One in Whom John had put his entire trust.  We also will fall on our face when we are brought before the Holy One but, just like John, we will be told by Jesus to not be afraid.  

God is not our buddy.  God is all Holy.  He is the Creator of everything and the Judge of righteousness.  If there is no real fear of God in the heart of someone who claims to be a Christian then I worry about the true state of that person’s soul.  All will fear Him when brought face-to-face to Him.  Only to the true child of God will Jesus put His hand upon him and tell him that he need not fear.  All others will live in total fear of Him forever.  
Next week I want to continue this study with other verses containing the same Greek word for fear and look at them in their context.  I hope that you will all join me and discuss this important subject with others.  Wednesday, June 27, I will be having cervical surgery to hopefully clean up regions of C2-3 and C3-4 so that the nerves will be free to do their jobs and much of my pain will be removed.  Please pray for me, Carol, and the surgeons and nurses.

